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xhADSS AND CRAFTS 

There were many tanners In the county, as shoes, harness 
saddles etc, had to be made in the county.. Tanning the hides 
into good leather was a profession in itself, for it took 
twelve months of working with the hide to tan it into leather. 
P Robert Shrader was one of the best harness makers in the 
county. He lived in The Hills community, where Frank Deputy 
now lives. He tanned his own leather and then made it into 
harness, bridles, saddles and shoes. 

Henry Shrader and H.'-'.Shrader were also sucessful tanners 


and Vn’iiiiam Fertig was a saddle maker. These men also lived, 
in The Hills community, not far from Huntersville. 

Jake Smith of Hdray was a tanner. 

$ ,i!homas Morrison of Jacox was a very busy man. He built 
a grist mill that would grind both corn and wheat. On December 
IS, 1860 he did not done home for supper, and when members of 
the family went to inweatigate ghey found him dead.- eaught 
in the wheels Of the mill. for a number of yeara after hie 
death hie widow Sarah Prison took oare of the mill. She also 
wove blankets, cowerlids and many other products of the 
spinning wheel and !oom and eold.With the products of her loo 

' 10 <* «- -U1 she Earned a th f ^ 

Finally D.C.Hill «, q -f r the family. 

' * S ° D ' ln - lOT — «„ mill .He rented it 


out to tenets - u^d for - ^ ‘ 

income. Thomas Morrison was nlso a rheelr e 

pine end dough traysilarge wooden howls that »-«* 4 *• 

„ call a mixing bowll. He seems to haxe been a geniue 

mshing things, mrs Wade Million of *.«. —^ _ 

daughter, has a loos, and a spinning wheel that he ms e 
!££0' for his Wife. They hare been handed down fron mother 
daughter, and are Btlllin use.Mrs. Million had a hlanhet in 
the mating the day I was to see her.She also showed me Bone 
hlentets and ooverlids that Sarah Uorrison had made years ago. 
D.u.Enith also made shoes and TaotSo 

° C ° jL^ayette Burner ras a shoemaker. 

/ Napoleon B. Arhogast—a skoenaker 

fails Houchin---a blacksmith and a gunsmith 

R. n.Curry and i^W.Burner had grist millB. 

The only^woman shoemaker.} 7 ! have found any record-of in the 


county was Sally Moore of Beowns Creek. People say she was a 
excellent shoemaker. 

# Perhaps the first shoemaker in the county was Thomas 
Drinnon.the pioneer who came here soon after John McUeel and 
the liennisons came. 

Charlee and Jacob Kennison, the pioneer brothers, 
were skillful workers in wood with the broad ax and whip saw. 
Some of the first carpenter work ever done in this county 
wns done by them and Richard Hill. Charles Kennicon hewed the 
logs for John IMeel’s house. He also prepared the logs for 
the house of Slaiborne HoSeill of bucicye. Hie aerhoee were 



greatly valued in planning and constructing forte. 

Robert UoClary of Mill Point was a saddle maker. 

John Duff3eia had a grlst mlll where the Huntersville 
bridge crossee Knapps Creek. It was there at the tine the 
luntersville and Warm Springs Turnpike was built in 1636to 

1B38, f0X the contract for the road calls for a bridge to be 
built across the creek at Duffieid's mill dam. 

^ John Bruffe y* Sr. and his son John Bruffey Jr. v-ere 
stone masons. While they did other work in stone, the 
making of grave stones was their specialty. Almost every 
cemetery in the lower section of the county, especially on 
WUff67B h8S *7 the Brnffeys . John> Sr . 
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The raising of live stock continued to be one of the 
chief souroeB of income for most of the land owners. «e find 
in 1Q82, Moses Moore raised and sold stock zo the amount 
of £15,000. without mention of stock fed and held unsold. 

O 

uamuel Sutton of Durbin vras a blacksmith. 

William Sutton a wagon maker and 

John Sutton a cabinet maker. It is said that he made 
beautiful furniture. 

F roni'—Hist, of Pocahontas-Price 

& Charles Shinaharry-Olover lick 

^ Tom Bruffey-Lobelia 

c°o Geo. Ainceid-Durbin 

$ Mrs. Wade Ucliiliion--Jacox 
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Pocahontas County 
Chapter 5- Section 2-a 

Shortly after the construction of the first road 
into I-ocahontas County (1838) called the Warm Springs 
and Huntersville Turnpike, a man by the name of John 
Harness began hauling goods from Staunton into the mount¬ 
ains for the purpose of trading with the settlers. He 
made his headquarters at the home of John Bradshaw at 
Huntersville and here he began to trade his supplies of 
salt, coffee, powder, lead, a few pieces of calico, etc., 
iox tne pelts, venison and ginseng of the hunters. From 
this fact the place became known as Huntersville. It had 
a very prosperous development on account of the traders 
meeting bare to exchange sood3 , „ „ as nQ unoommon 

fluntersvTIIi-ferchants t0 reall!ie ttaae ^ ^ 

Per ° ant “ m z°0ls, and not much less on gro¬ 
ceries during the period from 1822 to 1845 . 

In 1B52 e very dlsasterous fire occurred and 
destroyed most of the business par, of the village. 

Othar buildings were erected but were burned by the Fed- 

enel troops to prevent its being a confederate depot for 
military supplies. 
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Chapter 5—Section a 
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